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MY DEAR SIR! 


Ir I were not as ſenſible of 
your kindneſs, as I am of your candour 
and liberality, I ſhould not have ven- 
| tured to intrude upon you at a ſeaſon, 

| When public duties demand ſo much of 

your time, as to leave you but few 
moments for other conſiderations. Of 
the attention paid to your kind recom- 
mendation, I have not been re gularly 
informed; I have, nevertheleſs. reaſon 
B — *7 
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to believe, that it was diſregarded, and 
a differeht plan adopted. There are, 
as you well know, numberleſs cha- 
raters who prefer a crooked path to 


the ſtraight way, and no foil is more 


fertile in the production of this ſpecies 
of character, than that where Canal 
Navigations abound. Mark the courſe 
generally taken on theſe occaſions, and 
you will need no further information 


. concerning them. There are characters 


alſo, who think their importance would 
diminiſn, if they condeſcended to tread 
in any track preſcribed or recommend- 
ed by others. No road, in the opinion 
of this fort of man, is ſafe, but one 
ol his own contriving. If the purpoſe _ 

be but anſwered, it ſigniſies but little 
with him what means are employed. 5 
The undertaking is a noble one, and if 
the proper objects of it: are conſidered, 
of 
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of which, however, L entertain no com- 
mon apprehenſion, it will undoubtedly | 
prove a great public workgand, as ſuch, 
has my warmeſt wiſhes. You muſt per- 
ceive, that 1 allude to the Canal, from 
Braunſton to London. I heartily. wiſh 
it was not to be conducted by the way 
of Brentford; but this, I am told, can 
not be avoided. I have heard, how- 
ever, of ſo many artifices and contri- 
vances in undertakings of this kind, 
that ſuch a general aſſertion does not 
ſatisfy my mind, nor prevent me from 
entertaining an opinion that it might 
be avoided; and, I ſcruple not to ſay, 
that if it can, it ought. At the ſame 
time, I acknowledge myſelf. incompe- 
tent to judge of the practicability of 
.any other track. But this is not all 
Senſible men of ſome knowledge and 
experience in matters of this kind, 
B 2 | think 


„ 
think it unneceſſary to go to Brentford. 
Be this, however, as it may, it ſeems 
at leaſt to have been unneceſſary to take 
a circuitous courſe round Uxbridge. 
To embrace the trade and buſineſs of 


populous towns, ſituated within conve- 


nient diſtances, is certainly an object 
worthy attention in all theſe undertak- 
ings; but this ſhould be effected, not by 
diverting the main N avigation from its 
direct courſe, by which an unneceſſary . 
burthen will be laid on every commo- 
dity (and of Coals among the reſt, upon 
which much ſtreſs is deſervedly laid,) 
that is carried over this circuitous track, 
but by collateral Cuts branching out of 
the main Canal, at ſuch points as will 
form the moſt eaſy and direct commu- 
nication with thoſe places which are the 
objects of them. Crooked paths are 
choſen by different men, from different 
motives; 
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motives; ſome from pride, and others 
from ignorance. In Canal Navigations, 
intereſt is the predominant incentive. 
The longer the line, the more the reve- 
nue. Here lies the ſecret; and, whilſt 
the Legiſlature permits Subſcribers to 
obtain laws to empower them to do what 
tbey pleaſe, and to divide, amongſt them- 
| ſelves, all they are permitted to raiſe up- 
on the public, it 15 no wonder that the 
public intereſt is made, by theſe circu- 
itous arrangements, ſubſervient to pri- 


vate advantage. Limit their dividends, 


and we may then ſend our goods, and 
receive our neceſſaries, by the neareſt 
road, and at the leaſt expence. How it 
happens that the generality of mankind, 
but eſpecially men in the trading and 
manufacturing branches, do not ſee, and 
a attempt to prevent ſuch groſs impoſi- 
tions, is one . the many daily 
„ coccurrences 
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occurrences which reaſon and common 
fenſe ale at a loſs. to reconcile. As a 
great public work, this projected Canal 
claims che attention of all who are well- 
wiſhers to trade and manufactures, and 
to the general proſperity of our country, 
0 which they ſo eſſentially contribute, 
As a. Member of the Legiſlature, you, 
Sin, are called upon to, ſupport the 

meaſure; but,, at the ſame time, to 
_ guand it by ſuch wholeſome proviſions, 


ally to ſecure it from, being diverted 
from the pure channel of public ggod, 
into the-foul current of private intereſt. 
1 believe. there is not yet a Canal in the 
kingdom, of which it may not truly be 
aid, that private intereſt was the firſt, 
and publie good the laſt object of the 


mo and activity employed in producing 
9 private intereſt, I mean chat 
emolument 


AJ 
emolument which is, unfairly, derived 
from an oppreſſive, unneceſſary Tax on 


the public, for the purpoſe of increaſing 
the wealth of individuals, who have 10 
claim whatever to the gratitude of the 
”_x. | 


I have long thought, that the Legiſ- 
lature ſhould interfere, and check this 
ſort of gambling with public under- 
| takings, to the public detriment. A 
moment's conſideration is ſufficient to 
diſcern the impropriety of giving the 
ſanction of Parliament to ſuch meaſures. 
To bring the queſtion home to your 
feelings, I will aſk, what you would 
think, if a ſet of Adv 'enturers, without 
your permiſſion, or even giving you, 
directly or indirectly, any kind of 
notice, ſhould employ an Engineer, 
with his aſſiſtants, to enter your eſtate, 
and 
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and go any where, and every where, 
over your premiſes, trampling down 


your own or your tenants crops, 


and breaking your fences, to make 
obſervations, take levels, and do what- 
ever they may pleaſe ; ; and then give 
notice, that a certain deſcription of 
perſons, in which you (who are ſo 
nearly intereſted) are not included, will 
hold a Meeting, to conſider of the 
means to be adopted preparatory to an 
application to Parliament, in order to 
obtain powers to cut a Navigation 
through your property, and to do a 
great many other things 1 injurious to it. 


In conſequence of this declaration, they 


meet, conſult, ſubſcribe, but take no 
notice of you, whoſe eſtate they mean 
to carve and mangle, and whom, by a 
law 10 be obtained, they propoſe to compel 
to fell zo them fuck parts, as they may 


pretend 
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pretend to think are neceſſary or con- 
venient for their purpoſes. If, when 
the opportunity arrives, you produce 
your objections, you are told, that the 
meaſure intended is for the public good, 
and that your private conveniences, 
_ comforts, and intereſts, muſt yield to 
public conſiderations: that, for what 
you may be compelled to ſell, as well 
as for all damages you may ſuſtain, an 
| adequate price will be paid; and that, be- 
ſides, you will derive numberleſs benefits 
from the good things that will flow in 
upon you in conſequence of their pub- 
lic ſpirited project. To yield to public 
good, on conviction that public good 
will be the certain effect, is the charac- 
teriſtic of a patriotic mind. As to their 
public ſpirit, and the benefits conſe- 
| quent thereupon, you would probably 
C |. conn 
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claim the privilege of judging for your- 
ſelf, But if, upon an examination of 
circumſtances, you diſcovered, what it 
is impoſſible ſhould eſcape you, that 

public good was the laſt thing in the 
thoughts | of theſe projectors, and 
their own private emolument their 
firſt and only motive, would you not 
think it incumbent on you to apply to 
the Legiſlature of your Country, and 
to ſay—Hearken not to theſe men, who, 5 
under the maſk of public good, are aim- 
ing only to procure improper advan- 
tages to themſelves. For the ſake of juſ- 
tice, let them not be authoriſed to enter 
my eſtate at their diſcretion, to invade 
my property, to diſturb my peace, nor 


impower them to compel me to ſell to 


them, againſt my opinion and inclina- 
tion, and without either controul or 
enquiry, ſuch parts of my property, as 
they, 


— 
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they, for their own ſordid emolument; 
may think fit to take; and to cut, man- 
gle, and deface the reſt in a thouſand 
ways, that may be not only unpleaſant 
and inconvenient, but injurious to my 
intereſt; nor to inveſt men, who are 
playing an artful, ſelfiſh game, in order 
to ſwell their hundreds to thouſands, 
with thoſe powers which are to laſt to 
the end of time; and, whenever intereſt 
or caprice may direct, are to be exer- 
| ciſed to the inconvenience and injury 
of me and of my poſterity for ever? 
—O !—But all this is for the public 
good, and the public good muſt al- 
ways be conſulted. Let this be done 
fully and effectually, and I am ſatisfied. | 
I will admit, that under proper regula- . 
tions, limitations, and reſtrictions, the 


| undertaking promiſes great public ad. 


vantages, 
6 propoſed 


I will admit, that on the plan 
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propoſed, _ as it is, the public will de- 
rive fome benefits. What then © YO 
public is moſt undoubtedly intitled 
to all the benefits, beyond the line of 
reaſonable compenſation to adventurers 


55 public undertakings ! ? Becauſe the 


public 1 is to have a ſhare, and poſſibly a 
ſmall Hare only, in the buſineſs, is it fit that 
IJor any other man muſt be forced, againſt 
our wills, to fell a property dear and val- 
uable to us froma variety of conſidera- 
tions, from its vicinity to our reſpective 
reſidence, from the health, pleaſure, and 
profit, which we derive from the occu- 
pation of it, but in an eſpecial manner, 
from its being an expectance that has 
been handed down to us by a train of 
| honorable anceſtors, for many genera- 
tions? Is it fit, that the very men who 


| : are chiefly to be benefited, and with 


hom Lan, without induſtry or appli- 
| cation, 
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cation, is the ruling principle, ſhould 
be incorporated, by an eſpecial law for 
the purpoſe, and armed with powers, 
ſuch as can hardly be truſted with ſafety, 
to the moſt diſtintereſted characters? 
Let the public receive the benefits that 
flow from public projects, and let the 
| powers neceſſary to give the fulleſt ef. 
fe to ſuch undertakings, be lodged in 
the hands of men, who in every caſe 
will ſtand fairly and uprightly as me- 
diators and arbitors, diſpenſing ſtrict 
and impartial juſtice between parties 
whoſe intereſts may be at variance, and 
I will then, as I ought, for an adequate 
compenſation, give up ſuch parts of my 
property, and ſubmit to ſuch unavoid- 
able injuries, as the execution and fu- 
ture maintenance of the works may re- 
quire; and, though my conveniencies 
and comſorts may be trenched upon, 
for 
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for the ſake of public good and the 
proſperity of my country, I will cheer- 

fully ſubmit to a diminution of thoſe 
defirable objects of life: But, I cannot 
agree, and I truſt the Legiſlature in its 

| juſtice will not compel me, to bear the 
injuries I have lated, and much more 


which I may expect ; or that an uncon- 


| trouled power to invade my eſtate ſhall 


5 be veſted i in men, who have not, who 


cannot have on the preſent plan any 
other view, but to fatten on thoſe Re- 


venues which are the ri ightful property 


of the Public. 


When you have weighed in your 
mind, if you can find leiſure to do it, 
the conſiderations J here preſent to your 
attention, I ſhall think myſelf ſeriouſly 
obliged to you to honor me with your 
ſentiments, and to inform me whether 
: _ you 
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you think 1t conſiſtent with juſtice and 
policy, that men, deeply interęſted, and 5 
whoſe intereſts are in direct oppoſition 
to the intereſts of every other Member 

of the Community, without one excep- 

tion, (for whatever they gain is loſt to 

| the public) ſhould be entitled to a law 

for the purpoſe of giving them powers 
5 to invade private properties, in a way 

injurious to the owners and occupiers, 
and, at their option, to force a fale of 
Whatever they may be diſpoſed to think 
will accord to their intereſted purpoſes. 
Let it not for a moment be thought that 
their purſuits are diſintereſted, and di- 
rected only to the welfare of the public. 
Take but the trouble to look into the 
newſpapers, and read the advertiſements 


of the games that are playing with pub- 
lic undertakings, and you will ſee what, 
I conceive, you will think deſerves the 
moſt 
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' moſt ſerious animadverſion. Shares of 
L. 100 each in the grand Junction Canal 
are advertiſed at a premium of Fifty 
Guineas (They have even been ſold at * 
premium of . 60) before an Act is 
paſſed, and before it is known whether 
an Act will paſs; and the ſame game, 
as will appear by thoſe advertiſements, 
is playing in not fewer than twenty 


1 5 ſimilar projects. The ſums ſubſcribed 


the Braunſton Canal amount to 
ee about F. 360,000, beſides 
C. 100,000 reſerved for the Land Own- 
ers, as a plaiſter for the wound they had 
received by being neglected, unnoticed, 
and unconſulted, at which ſome of them 
felt ſore: Theſe ſums together make 
. 460,000. 1 am aware the Eſtimate | 
for accompliſhing this work does not 5 
amount to ſo much, though 1 have every ; 
reaſon to believe that it will employ the 
whole, 


Act actually paſs in its preſent ſhape, 


5 


whole, and perhaps more: but for the 


ſake of an even and eaſy reckoning, 1 
will ſtate the amount to be C. 400,000. 
This ſum, at the premium of C. 60 upon 
every (. 100, holds out a profit, even 
before the Act has paſſed, of J. 240,000. 
To ſomebody this ſum is loſt. But 
what will be the ſtate of things when 
the Act has paſſed, if no reſtrictions or 
| limitations are introduced? If the chance 
| only of its ſucceſs, whilſt i in embryo, is 


worth C. 60 upon a F. 100, ſhould me 


there is little doubt but every ſhare of 
L. 100 will ſell for C. 500; and what 
muſt be the tax upon the Public for 
| this increaſe? You can well judge. It 
is obvious, that inſtead of a real expence 

of C. 400,000, an artificial expence will 
be created, operating in every reſpect 
as a real one, to an amount of no leſs 


e 
than C. 2 000,000; the intereſt of which 
muſt be paid by the Public in the Ton- 
nage of the Goods that are moved upon 
this Navigation, or the Purchaſers of 
Shares ſuffer in proportion to the defi- 
ciency. You may be aſſured this cal- 
culation is far from being exaggerated, 
nor will it be matter of wonder, if even 
this computation, high as it may appear 
to you, ſhould be doubled, or even 

| trebled. The conſequences of other 
projects of this kind, in other ſituations _ 
of the kingdom, warrant the expectation. 
In this conſideration, can you think 
otherwiſe than with me, that it is high 
time the Legiſlature ſhould interfere, 
and put theſe undertakings upon ſome 


more equitable footing than hath yet 


taken place? The Braunſton Canal af. 

fords a fair opportunity to begin with, 

and a retroſ pect to many others, out of 
Do SY which 


5 
which there are men, who bo9ft of be- 
nefits to the tune of F. 30,000, and 
L. 40,009, may not be wholly unworthy 
conſideration, to exemplify the neceſſity 
of an improved ſyſtem. If the Miniſter, 
for the purpoſes of eaſing the burthens 
likely to be incurred by War, which, 
though ruinous, generally afford a har- 
veſt to Inland N avigations, ſhould not 
| think them fair objects of Taxation, 
there are men who will be agreeably 
dilappointed. | 


I am aware 1t will be urged, that the 
powers uſually veſted in Canal Com- 


panies, are not dangerous or improper, 
and that every man, whoſe property 
ſuffers, will be entitled to a ſatisfaction 
which is to be adjuſted by Commiſſion- : 
ers. Iaſk, why is not the whole con- 
duct placed in Commiſſioners ? And 
Da. : where 
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where is the material difference be- 
| tween Navigable Canals and Turnpike 


Roads? Why are undertakers, in the 


one inſtance, to divide at the public 
expence 10, 20, 30, perhaps 40 per . 
Cent.; and creditors, in the other, to 
be ſatisfied with only 4 1-half, or, at 
moſt, 5 per Cent.? With reſpect to 
Commiſſioners, I underſtand that every 


man in the Fi ve Counties, through 


| which this Canal is propoſed to paſs, 
poſſeſſed of ſome certain qualification 


in real or perſonal property, is to be a 


Commiſſioner. What the amount of the ; 
qualification is meant to be, I am not 
informed; but this by no means ap- 
pears to me competent to the attain- 
ment of ſubſtantial juſtice. 


We know, by fatal and long experi- 
ence, how liable mankind is to impro- 


per 


e 
per bias. We know, that on occaſions 
of importance to parties, Canal Com- 
miſſioners have been canvaſſed with all 
the zeal and eagerneſs that attends 
conteſted elections; and we think that 
this is not the right way to appoint 


Commiſſioners for deciding upon mat- 


ters of ſuch i importance. Commiſſioners 
ſhould be appointed by name and de- 
ſcription, and ſhould be men of the 
ſirſt character ſor judgment, integrity, 
and honour, and of condition inde- 
pendent, and out of the reach of every 
deſcription of bias. What part you 
may take in this queſtion, or whether 
any, I am perfectly ignorant, and have 
ſubmitted theſe conſiderations to you, 
purely from my knowledge of your 
independence and diſintereſtedneſs, and 
of that bent in your mind, which di- 


reds every act of your life to the good 
E B 
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of mankind. To ſtem the prevalence 
of precedents in Parliament may be an 
arduous taſk, and yet I ſhould hope 
there are in that body diſintereſtedneſs 
and patriotiſm enough to induce the 
_ adjuſtment of ſuch public and very im- 
portant. queſtions, in the way which the - 
public welfare requires. But if the old, 
though improper, forms muſt be ad- 
hered to, and intereſted Subſcribers 
| muſt be called by the name of Propri- 
etors, and muſt be incorporated and in- 
veſted with powers to do miſchief to 
ſerve themſelves, and gain riches out of 
te public's purſes: if all this muſt be 
ſubmitted to, and their teeth cannot be 
drawn, Ihope your aſſiſtance will be af. 
forded to pare their nails, and blunt 
their talons, that ſuch wholeſome re- 
ſtraints and proviſions may be intro- 
duced into the Act, as not to leave the 
Land- 
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Land-Owners and Occupiers at their 
mercy, in the abſolute choice of what 
they want or may chooſe to do. Theſe 
men are taking wonderful pains; and 
there are amongſt them ſome, who have 
already pretty ſufficiently | feathered 
their neſts by a traffic in Braunſton 
Navigation Stock, even before it has an 
atom of ſolidity in Law; which, if the 
- Public was not dead to its own welfare, 
could not for a moment be tolerated. 
But who takes care of the Public ? 
Surely this 1 is the province of the Le- 
giſlature, who, it is devoutly to be 

wiſhed, may fo far attend to the public 
welfare, as on theſe occaſions to appoint 
an intermediate ſet of men to judge 
what is proper to be done, and not 
let theſe men have the power to dig 
and cut up my lands juſt how, and 


when, | 
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when, and where they pleaſe, and make 
Roads, dig Clay for Bricks, Stones for 
Lime or Building, Sand, Gravel, &c. 
till they leave me not an atom of mate- 
rials for my own uſe; and to make up 
the meaſure of my diſcomfort, to ſet 
Brick Kilns and Lime Kilns a burning | 
in the face of my doors, or my windows, 
fo that I can neither ſip my tea, eat my 
dinner, or fit down i in my cloſet to write 
to you, without being hable to be poi- 
ſoned with the ſtench, and ſuffocated 
with the ſmoke. The field is wide, and 
admits of a great deal more to be ſaid, 
but I muſt not longer - intrude on your 
time and patience. What I may have 
further to ſay, I will defer to another 
opportunity, or till I have the pleaſure 
to ſee you. One thing, however, I muſt 


not omit to impreſs on your mind— 
3 * 


E 

It is this That a Limitation of Dividend on 
the Subſcriptions to the Braunſton Canal, in 
both juft and neceſary. Pardon the trou- 
ble 1 have given you, and accept the 


” faithful and reſpecitul regard of, 


Dran Stix, 
Your obliged, 
Humble Servant, 


A LAND OWNER. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Ax. a of . 400,000, 1 
g ing a premium of 50 per Cent. affords a 


ptofit of C. 200,000, by which the Ca- 


pital is ſwelled to L. 600,000, and re- 
quires, to diſcharge the intereſt of it, 
| Tolls to be paid to the amount of eneq- 
third more, thari would have been ne- 
ceſlary to ſatisfy the intereſt of the ori- 
ginal C. 400,000. If the original capital 
ſhould bear a premium of FC. 100 per 
Cent. it will then be increaſed to 
C. 800,000; and the Tolls to be paid to 
_ AAtisfy. the intereſt of this increaſed 
amount, 
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| amount, it is obvious, muſt he double to- 


What would be neceſſary to pay the 


intereſt of the original Subſcription or 
capital; i. e. if the tonnage is fixed at 
1d. per mile, and, upon that rate of ton - 
nage, this premium is warranted, it is 
evident the Public is oppreſſed with a a 
Tax double to what, i in juſtice, it ought to 
be; and this injuſtice or oppreſſion will 
be increaſed, in proportion to the pro- 
perity of the project; as is actually the 

caſe in many Canal Navigations. For 
an inſtance, look at the Trent and Mer- 
ſey, or Grand Trunk Canal. The ori- 
ginal Shares were L. 200 each. The 
Current Price at this time is 2 1000 


each, or a premium of J. 800 upon 
L. 200, and the trade of the country is 
now groaning under an oppreſſion of 
Taxation, amounting to 28. in every 
28. öd.; or, in other words, 2s. 6d. is 


2 3 paid 
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paid for the ſame quantity of goods, 
which, in caſe this great premium had 

not prevailed, would only have re- 
quired 6d. It ſeems unneceſſary to add 
any further argument, to manifeſt the 
impoſition and oppreſſion which the 

Public ſuffers. 


When the 3 per Cents are : 5. d. 
At 93. a * Cent. is worth 155 00 


5 „ 09 
85, 51 „ 154 16 7 
a He | | Mo. 
75 62 16 100 

70, 3 163 6 8 
65. - 162 10 * 
60. 8 160 


Provided the ſecurities are onal 1. 


But it ſeems to be a prevailing opi- 
nion, that if temptations of great 
gain were not held out, Adventurers 


would 


chie vous man, if we conſider to what 


„ | 
would not be found to engage in, nor 
Projectors to ſcheme out works of pub- 
lic utility; and that many uſeful and 
1ngenious undertakings would be loſt 
to the Public, if ſuch proſpects did not 
call them forth. This, to a certain de- 
gree, may be juſt; but it ought to be 
confined within moderate and reaſon- 
able limits. The ingenious Projector 
ſeems out of the queſtion—he ſeldom | 
gets too much by public works. The 
Adventurer, without limits, is the miſ- | 


lengths the argument will go. The 
primary Subſcriber to the Braunſton 
Canal, for inſtance, for 10 Shares, or 
. 1000 Navigation Stock, in threr 
| months afterwards ſells and transfers 
his 10 Shares for a premium of . 500. 
This 1s his reward for becoming an 
E Adventurer i in a public project, to which, 


by 


0 34 3 
by the dodrine i in queſtion, he was in- 
titled; and here ends his public ſpirit. 
The Purchaſer under him is then an 
Adventurer, to the amount of C. 1500, 
and the riſque being increaſed i in pro- 
Portion as the Capital Stock i is advanced, 
he feems intitled to at leaſt as good a 


caſe his profit would be F. 7;0, and the 

Capital Stock would then be increaſed. 
from . 1000, to . 2,250, and by the 
ſame rule, might ſtill increaſe to &c. &c. 


It would ſeem, on ſerious conſidera- 
tion, that a limitation of dividend ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed, and underſtood at the 
dutſet of all theſe projects. Thoſe who 
were diſpoſed to ſubſcribe, would then 
know the extent to which their hopes 
and proſpects could go, and could form 
_fome tolerably accurate judgment there- 


upon. 


premium as his predeceſſor, in which 


(WY. 

upon. Then ſubſcriptions, ſhould be 
offered (limiting, or not, as might be 
thought neceſſary, the quantity any ong 

Subſcriber ſhould take) to the beſt bid; 
ders, and ſecurity, in ſome proper way, 
ſhould be taken from, each Subſcriber 
for the due payment of the calls, as they 
ſhall be made, By this means, men 
without property would be excluded, 
diſaſtrous event reduce the ſock below 
par, ſuch men could not, make: good 
their payments, and the work, .muſt he 
at a ſtand. 1 


N 4 1 L © 3 54 


41) 110 e213; 


hos the foregoing, Premiſes. the fal- $ 
lowing Obſervations, are ſubmitzed, t _ 
your: attention: . | 


1 9 7% ve. „ 1208 


e are ea injurigus | to och 
Public, 


16 
Public, as well as the Tradeſman and 
Manufacturer, and produce advantages 
to men who have no claim to ſuch bE 
neſits, in any degree whatever beyond 
the fair reaſonable gain of honeſt ad- 

. venture, ſuch as the fair lender would 
think'a fufficient return for. the money 
he ſhould advance, with the riſque at- 
tending i it, upon a fair calculation. An 
| Vfurer, in the private concerns of life, 

is an obndxious character, and ſo uni- 
verſally reprobated, that the laws have 
 ifiterfered to prevent the miſchiefs of 
uſurious practices, and have laid heavy 
8 re on thoſe who exerciſe them. 
Are then public plunderers to be che- 
rinks: ? And 1s Parliament to ſanction 
abuſes more ſerious in their conſe- 
quences, and, in a general point of view, 
portant than practices by which 
itividual buly can ſuffer? 


"That © 


1 
That powers committed to men, who 
areg intereſted in the event, of doing 
. What may be, nay, what poſitively will 
be, injurious to others, whoſe properties 
ought to be protected, and who have 


much ſtronger claims to protection, tan 


any Adventurers in ſuch caſes can poſ- 
fibly have to Parliamentary ſupport, are 
" — and ſound — 


That all powers el for the 
execution of undertakings of this kind, 
| ſhould be veſted in men only who have 
not, and cannot have, an intereſt in the 


event; for, upon any other principle, 
injuſtice muſt and will be the conſe- 
quence. E 


That, when Impoſts upon Trade and 
Manufactures are increaſed in the pro- 
portion of five to one, or, when 25. 6d. 
1 A 


(8 I 3 
s paid for that for which 64. only would 
have been adequate, the public, who 
ate thereby oppreſſed 1 to the amount of 
400 per Cent. are juſtified in expecting 
that relief, and; prevention from furtheg 


oppreſſion, which: the: Legi gature only. 
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